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FLPPeR: 


A must to see, The Human Dolphin and the boy who believed in him! 
Great opportunity for showmanship with this most unusual attraction! Lobby! 
Ads! Stunts! TV! Radio! Tie-Ins! and PROFITS! 


SPECIAL PROMOTION 


Flipper the skipper’s timely tips to water lovers will be 
broadcast and telecast across the nation starting in July. 


The National Safe Boating Committee in cooperation with 
the United States Coast Guard, will film these special 30 and 
60 second public service spots. 


the fabulous dolphin 


a 
COLOR STILLS 


M-G-M has prepared a special set of 6 color stills, 
size 8x10 for your use in window displays, promotion 
tie-ins, and theatre and lobby displays. Here are six 
similar scenes to those included in the set. 


Order them from your branch of National Screen 
Service. 


TRAILER 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer has produced a special trailer, high- 
lighting rare underwater photos showing “Flipper” protecting 
his friends from sharks plus heart warming scenes which will 
prove that man’s best friend is not always his dog—witness 
“Flipper.” Order your trailer from National Screen Service well 
in advance of your engagement. 


@ 
FLIPPER DECALS 
mene ares “Flipper,” M-G-M’‘s dolphin has been 


awarded a U. S. Coast Guard commission 
and as “Flipper The Skipper” will be the 
official symbol of boating and water safety. 


“Flipper,” with his new rank, will be 
the water counterpart of “Smokey The 
Bear,” preaching water safety through 
posters and radio-TV spots. 


Contact your local Safe Boating Com- 
mittee for the “Flipper” decals. 


x 
“FLIPPER” PLASTIC STATUE 
Metro-Goldwyn-M r h rranged u ser oD Notions 
with See Reena. ne isi the bet as — tie oe, SA IILES . : C API 28 O L 


SPORTS EQUIPMENT 
facture of Flipper plastic statues to hypo FO 
business in each engagement. Give them 
away to kids who attend performances. 
The statue stands 41% inches in height and 
has “Flipper” imprinted on the front. They 
are priced at 15c each, including postage. 
In ordering, enclose check at the time of 
ordering. 


RECORDS 


Capitol Records is rush releas- 
ing the title song from “FLIP- 
PER,” just recorded by an ex- 
citing new group, “The Pilt- 
down Men.” Records will be 
Order direct from: 


Mold-A-Rama 
211 East Hallendale Beach Blvd. 
Hallendale, Florida. 


available for the gala Florida 
Premiere, and throughout the 


country. 
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The wonderful story of a boy and his dolphin pal... 
their amazing friendship, their fabulous underwater 
adventures and the thrills they shared together!! 
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SYNOPSIS OF “FLIPPER” 


Porter Ricks (CHUCK CONNORS), a Florida Keys fisherman, faces starvation 
along with his neighbors when an ocean parasite known as the Red Plague attacks 
and kills the local supply of fish. While searching for new fishing grounds Ricks is 
caught in a hurricane that wrecks many of the homes and boats of the villagers, 
among them his own sturdy little craft. 


Following the storm Ricks takes his boat to the mainland for repairs, leaving 
his wife (KATHLEEN MAGUIRE) and 12-year-old son Sandy (LUKE HALPIN), 
behind. Sandy promises to repair the storm damage to the house during his father’s 
absence. 


The day after Ricks departs, the boy finds an enormous, eight-foot dolphin 
which has been wounded with a spear. His love for all living things prompts him to 
attempt a life-saving operation. He tows the dolphin home, housing him in his 
father’s fish-pen. Here he and his mother nurse the dolphin back to health. 


Sandy and his dolphin pal, Flipper, become close friends. They swim together 
and play together and Flipper proves apt at learning all manner of tricks. As the 
days fly by Sandy forgets the chores assigned him by his father. 


Ricks returns and orders Sandy to turn Flipper back into the ocean. Not only 
does he need the fish-pen but he is annoyed that Sandy permitted the new friend to 
keep him from his work. Sandy is heartbroken. 


Weeks slip by. Every spare moment finds Sandy on the sea and under it, 
searching for Flipper. One day, miraculously, the dolphin appears and leads his 
young friend to a new fishing ground. 


Sandy tells his father of the find—but doesn’t mention the part played by Flipper 
in the discovery. Ricks goes to the new area and returns with a boatload of live, 
healthy fish. These he stores in the fish-pen. 


Next day, while Ricks is gone, Flipper returns to visit Sandy. He hurdles the 
barrier and jumps into the pen, then proceeds to devour the entire catch of fish. 
Furious at this turn of events, Ricks orders Sandy to go out in his own small boat and 
catch enough fish to replace those eaten by Flipper. 


Again Flipper swims to the rescue and shows Sandy a second new fishing area, 
one untouched by the Red Plague. Sandy reports to his father, but this time Ricks 
is taking no chances. He tells the boy that if a single dolphin shows up near the 
grounds, he will shoot to kill. 


Sandy, fearful that his father might kill Flipper, goes to the new grounds first, 
searching for Flipper above and beneath the surface. During one dive, two great 
fish swim toward him. They are sharks. He tries to escape but is no match for the 
swift-moving killers. Suddenly, streaking to the rescue comes Flipper to save the boy 
who once saved him. Flipper fights off the sharks, ramming one to death and 
scattering the other. Taking Sandy on his back he swims with him to his father’s 
approaching boat. 

Ricks, thankful for what the dolphin has done, knows now that dolphins are 
very special friends of man and that the riches of the sea should be shared with them. 


Flipper and Sandy are reunited—and Flipper takes up residence in a very 
special lagoon, prepared just for him and adjoining the Ricks’ fish-pen . . . where 
he and Sandy can romp and play together from this time on. 


LIVE RADIO SPOT 


1-MINUTE LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT No. 1 


As you know, movie stars have been discovered 
in many different places. But for the first time, 
an exciting new star has been discovered . in 
the middle of the Atlantic ocean. It’s Flipper . : 
the fabulous dolphin . . . who plays the title role 
in Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s and Ivan Tors’ de- 
lightful production “FLIPPER.” When a small 
boy adopts a large dolphin as a pet, there are 
bound to be problems, especially when his father 
is a fisherman. “Flipper” was filmed in the 
Florida Keys, and the Bahamas. Many dramatic 
moments including a hurricane that threatens to 
destroy an entire village and a fight-to-the-death 
between “Flipper” and a shark, highlight the pic- 
ture. Chuck Connors of “Rifleman” fame stars 
as the father, with Luke Halpin as his son and 
Kathleen Maguire as the mother. In Metrocolor, 
“Flipper” is an unusual motion picture. 


1-MINUTE LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT No. 2 


“FLIPPER” is the unusual title of an unusual pic- 
ture from Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and Ivan Tors— 
introducing a different kind of star, a dolphin 
named “Flipper”! You might not understand 
Flipper perfectly but you'll love everything this 
personality does. It’s a story of fun and excite- 
ment . . . boating and skin-diving . . . and of 
hurricanes and shark scares. And you'll share all 
the excitement and the adventures with a wonder- 
ful family who adopt Flipper as a friend and 
a pet. He’s the special buddy, of course, of the 
boy who is played by Luke Halpin . . . Flipper 
has his own way of finding fish—by walking 
on his tail! Flipper is a star and clown, and be- 
comes a bucking bronco with a boy on his back! 
Flipper fights a ferocious man-eating shark to 
save his young friend! Chuck Connors and Kath- 
leen Maguire are great as the Dad and Mom. 
You'll meet them all in “FLIPPER”—which was 
produced in Metrocolor by Ivan Tors. Don’t for- 


get—“FLIPPER”! 


Yo-MINUTE LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT No. 1 
You'll flipyfor. “YF LIPPER7 Yes, “FLIPPER” is 


the unusual title of an unusual picture from 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and Ivan Tors—introduc- 
ing a different kind of star, a dolphin named 
Flipper! You'll meet the boy who befriends him, 
the family that shares the adventures and ex- 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


citement, the fun and the fascination of life in 
a Florida fishing-town! It’s a brand-new enter- 
tainment experience, refreshing as an ocean breeze. 
So don’t miss Chuck Connors of “Rifleman” fame 
—Luke Halpin and Kathleen Maguire in “FLIP- 
PER.” In Metrocolor! 


Ya-MINUTE LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT No. 2 


A new star is born! Yes, a glamorous new star 
has been discovered! . . . in the middle of the 
ocean! It’s Flipper the fabulous dolphin . . . who 
plays the title role in Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 
and Ivan Tors’ production “FLIPPER”! It’s the 
story of a boy and his amazing pet. First he 
saves the dolphin’s life and then is saved in turn 
by Flipper, his friend, from the killer sharks! 
Filmed in Florida, you'll share all the thrills of 
a hurricane and all the fun with a wonderful 
cast including Chuck Connors, Luke Halpin, Kath- 
leen Maguire. Don’t miss “FLIPPER” in Metro- 


color! 


50-WORD LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT No. 1 


You'll flip for “FLIPPER”—the unusual picture 
from M-G-M and Ivan Tors. It tells of a boy’s 
friendship for a dophin and their fun and ad- 
ventures together. Starring Chuck Connors of 
“Rifleman” fame, Luke Halpin, and Kathleen 
Maguire. Don’t miss “FLIPPER” in Metrocolor! 


50-WORD LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT No. 2 
M-G-M and Ivan Tors present “FLIPPER” in 


Metrocolor—an exciting adventure story of a boy 
and his dolphin. Filmed in Florida and the Ba- 
hamas, “FLIPPER” stars Chuck Connors, Luke 
Halpin and Kathleen Maguire. You'll flip for 
Flipper! 


10-SECOND LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT No. 1 
You'll flip for “FLIPPER” from M-G-M and Ivan 


Tors — in color! Starring Chuck Connors and 
that incredibly funny star . . . “Flipper,” the 
dolphin! 


10-SECOND LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT No. 2 


M-G-M and Ivan Tors present an exciting new 
star in “FLIPPER’—the adventurous story of a 
boy and his dolphin—and their life in Florida. 
Starring Chuck Connors, in color! “FLIPPER”! 
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The amazing adventures 

of a boy and his dolphin pal, 

the underwater world they shared, 
the dangers they dared...a 
fantastic friendship you'll 
have to see to believe! 
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The wonderful story of a boy and his dolphin pal... 
their amazing friendship, their fabulous underwater 
adventures and the thrills they shared together!! 
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LUKE MAKES HIS MOVIE DEBUT IN ROLE 
WITH A DOLPHIN EVERY BOY WILL ENVY 


After appearing in every major 
dramatic show on _ television, 
twelve-year-old Luke Halpin gets 
“introduced” once again—this 
time to screen audiences in 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s unusual 
motion picture, “Flipper,’”’ story of 
the extraordinary friendship be- 
tween a boy and a dolphin. 


A native of Astoria, Long Island, 
Luke first became a “‘professional”’ 
eight years ago when the director 
of a school in which he was study- 
ing music recommended him to 
CBS casting director, James Mer- 
rick. The latter was searching for 
a tot to appear with Natalie Wood 
in the Studio One production, 
“Miracle at Potter’s Farm.” 


Young Luke displayed such 
natural talent in his acting debut 
that it was decided he should have 
special billing with a frame read- 
ing ... “Introducing Luke Hal- 
pin.” 

Today, the credits on ‘Flipper,”’ 
starring Chuck Connors, also read 

“and introducing Luke Hal- 
pin.’ This time, Luke makes his 
bow to motion picture audiences in 
a role every boy will envy. 


He plays the son of a Florida 
Keys fisherman who rescues an in- 
jured dolphin with which he 
establishes an extraordinary 
comradeship. Not only does he 
teach the dolphin to retrieve rub- 
ber balls, swim-fins and other ob- 
jects, but the dolphin eventually 
permits him to ride on its bacx! 
The sequences in which Luke and 


IVAN TORS LONG 
DREAM-COME-TRUE 


“Flipper, unique Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer picture telling the story 
of the friendship between a boy and 
a dolphin, is the dream-come-true 
of Producer Ivan Tors, who created 
the TV show “Sea Hunt” and other 
motion picture and television pro- 
ductions with seagoing backgrounds. 


The star of “Flipper” is a young, 
300-pound, seven-foot-long female, 
Mitzi. Mitzi is not an oceanarium 
dolphin. It had been exposed to 
people as the pet of a Mr. Santini 
of Key Marathon, Florida. Santini, 
a dolphin collector for oceanariums, 
kept his unusual pet in a netted-off 
lagoon where it lives in consider- 
able freedom. 

“Mitzi took to the motion picture 
camera as quickly as it did to 
human companionship,” Tors said. 
“No matter what it was required to 
do, Mitzi did it in no more than 
two takes.” 

Chuck Connors, Luke Halpin and 
Kathleen Maguire are the human 
stars of the picture. 


” 


Flipper romp and chase each other 
in the water, play games and even 
fish together have to be seen to be 
believed. 


Although he is new to motion 
pictures, Luke has a number of 
stage engagements to his credit in 
addition to his distinguished rec- 
ord on television. He appeared with 
Mary Martin in the West Coast 
engagements of “Annie Get Your 
Gun” and on Broadway in “Sun- 
rise at Campobello,” subsequently 
traveling with the national touring 
company of the play. 


Luke’s success as an actor has 
failed to cause even a ripple in the 
life of the Halpin family. With his 
mother and father, he still lives in 
the same Astoria apartment, 
among the same neighbors! he 
knew before becoming a celebrity. 


Since baseball is Luke’s favorite 
sport, he looked upon “Flipper” 
star Chuck Connors as a hero. The 
latter, a former big league base- 
ball player before becoming an 
actor, batted .321 and smashed 23 
home runs to become one of the 
major stars of the Pacific Coast 
League. 


Twelve-year-old Luke Halpin 
makes his screen debut with 
Chuck Connors in Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer’s fascinating film, 


9° 


““Flipper,”’ telling the story of 
the son of a Florida Keys fisher- 
man who has an affinity for all 
wild creatures. Here heis shown 
holding his pet pelican, but 
more remarkable is his friend- 
ship with the delightfuldolphin 
that plays the picture’s title 
role. An Ivan Tors production, 
“Flipper” was filmed in color 
in the Florida Keys, the Baha- 
mas and the Virgin Islands. 


Still 5305-6 Flipper Mat tA 


MEET "FLIPPER’— HOLLYWOOD'S MOST CAPTIVATING NEW STAR! 


Hollywood’s newest star weighs 
300 pounds, has intriguing silver- 
grey eyes, a Mona Lisa smile—and 
swims. 


It’s Flipper, the dashing dolphin 
who stars in the new Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer picture, “Flipper,” and 
who has done such a sensational 
job in the personality department 
that all who worked with ‘Flip” 
are planning to enlarge their 
backyard pools, add a little salt, 
and adopt a dolphin as a pet. 

Actually, Flipper is a finny Las- 
sie in reverse. Where Lassie in 
reality is a Laddie, Flipper is really 
a Mitzie. 


Like all baby dolphins, Mitzi 
was born underwater and pushed 
to the surface by her mother for 
her first breath of air. The first 
eighteen months of her life were 
spent swimming at her mother’s 
side—then she became a “school” 
girl. It was shortly after this that 
a net changed her life. She was 
captured by Victor Santini, whose 
business is selling dolphins to sci- 
entific institutes and salt water 
aquariums. 


The engaging and friendly per- 
sonality of this youthful dolphin 
registered with the Santinis and 
she became the aquatic member 
of the family, with a large sea- 
pool all her own adjacent to their 
home in Marathon, Florida. But 
like all good members of a family, 
Mitzi was required to do her bit in 
the responsibility department. 
When the Santinis brought back 
a new catch of wild dolphins, 
Mitzi took on the role of both 
trainer and tamer. She would en- 
courage the others to start feeding 
sooner by setting an example. In 
some cases she would take the fish 
to more reluctant members of the 
group. 


When Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
producer Ivan Tors and associate 
producer and author  Ricou 


Fight With Shark One of 
“Flipper” Thrill Scenes 


There are plenty of thrills in 
store for those who see Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer’s unique and fasci- 
nating new picture ‘Flipper,’ tell- 
ing the story of the remarkable 
friendship between a boy and an 
almost human dolphin. 

The story was filmed in color in 
the Florida Keys, the Bahamas and 
the Virgin Islands with many of the 
sequences photographed below the 
surface of the ocean, giving the 
spectator close-ups of the mysteri- 
ous finned world beneath the seas, 
including a scene showing a battle 
to the death between Flipper, the 
dolphin, and a shark which has at- 
tacked its human pal. There is 
also a sequence showing the devas- 
tation caused by a Florida hurri- 
cane. 


Browning called at the Santini 
home one afternoon, Mitzi had no 
way of knowing that she was on 
the verge of screen stardom. For 
weeks the two men had _ been 
searching the Florida Keys and 
the Bahamas for the right dolphin 
to portray Flipper. 

Clad in swim trunks and face 
plates, Tors and Browning entered 
the sea-pool. Flipper chattered a 
welcome and invited them to swim 
alongside. Then she showed off by 
retrieving balls and sticks. The 
Search was over. Mitzi had the 
job! 

It was Browning, a champion 
swimmer and producer of spec- 
tacular underwater shows at 
Weeki Wachee and _ Rainbow 
Springs, who was appointed Mitzi’s 
mentor for stardom. Since she 
had to work with a small boy in 
the film, Browning enlisted the 
help of his ten-year-old son, 
Ricky. Ricky fed Mitzi twice a 
day and swam with her morning 
and afternoon. 

The script of. “Flipper” called 
for the dolphin star to tow a 
drowning boy alongside his 
father’s boat. Mitzi loved to play 
with Ricky, but it was difficult to 
figure out just how to teach her 
to tow him to a given point. So 
they experimented. Browning 
tossed Ricky into the pool, indi- 
cating to Mitzi that she was to 
retrieve him. She tried every way 
to bring him back but seemed 


wary of hurting him by biting 
hand or foot to do it. Browning 
then called to Ricky to hang onto 
Mitzi’s dorsal fin. She immediately 
towed the boy to the feeding plat- 
form, where Browning waited with 
her reward—a Butter Fish. From 
then on, she would pull Ricky all 
the way around or across the large 
sea-pool on command. 

When actual filming began in 
Nassau, Mitzi took her stardom in 
stride. She developed a violent 
schoolgirl crush on cameraman 
Lamar Borin and when shooting 
started underwater, would swim 
around him, nudge him and was 
visibly reluctant to take her place 
in front of the camera, much pre- 
fering to remain at his side. 

In summing up his work with 
Mitzi, Browning said: 

“T believe we only scratched the 
surface as to what friendship and 
understanding can be attained 
with a dolphin. For example, when 
we were using the Aqua Lung 
under water, I took out my mouth- 
piece and let air flow freely from 
the end. Mitzi was not to be out- 
done. She came down and started 
letting air out from the blow-hole 
in her head until I thought she 
was going to drown!” 

Following her movie star-stint 
with popular leading man Chuck 
Connors and young Luke Halpin, 
Mitzi returned to her home in 
Marathon, where she continues 
her work as a wild dolphin trainer. 


Flipper, the friendly dolphin, introduces Luke Halpin to his 
home beneath the sea in one of the remarkable underwater 
scenes of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s fascinating film, ‘“‘Flipper.’’ 
Chuck Connors heads the cast of the unusual color picture, 
telling the story of the extraordinary friendship between a boy 
and a dolphin. The Ivan Tors production was filmed on locations 
in the Florida Keys, Bahamas and Virgin Islands. 
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"| LOVE THOSE DOLPHINS BECAUSE...” 


by 
IVAN TORS 
(producer of ‘Flipper,’ Metro- 


Goldwyn-Mayer motion picture de- 
picting the remarkable friendship 
between a boy and a dolphin) 


Our new generation of Astro- 
nauts are about to visit strange 
planets hoping that one day they 
may encounter civilizations more 
advanced than ours. I feel I have 
already encountered them—not in 
outer space but in “inner space,” 
aS many of us like to call the 
watery surface of our third planet 
from the sun. 

I have known dolphins for a 
long time. Aristotle wrote about 
them kindly and described them 
accurately. I have watched them 
many times in the oceanariums 
such as Marineland of the Pacific, 
Seaquarium in Miami, and the 
Marine Studios near St. Augus- 
tine. I found them amazing and 
amusing creatures, playing bas- 
ketball, baseball, jumping through 
hoops, pulling boats with little 
dogs on them, and acting like so 
many well mannered clowns. I ob- 
served them in the ocean riding 
the bow waves of fast crafts ef- 
fortlessly, giving a lesson’ to 
humans in body surfing. 

I had always been aware that 
dolphins were intelligent, seagoing 
mammals, but I had seen intelli- 
gent dogs, educated monkeys, ele- 
phants, horses and trained pigs. 
I once even owned an intelligent 
raven with a fetching personality. 
However, I never felt that, men- 
tally or emotionally, these well- 
trained animals were my equals. 

The intelligence of the dolphin 
never really surprised me. I knew 
that it once had been a land mam- 
mal and was equipped with a large 
brain. The size of the dolphin’s 
brain surpasses the human size. A 
two-hundred pound dolphin has 
twice the brain size of the largest 
gorilla. As I had more and more 
personal encounters with doiphins 
I came to the realization that this 
creature was more civilized and 
gentle than the human species. 
Can I prove it? I think I can. 

The Atlantic Bottle Nosed dol- 
phins have 84 sharp teeth which 
could crunch your fingers the 
same as they crunch the backbon?2 
of the fish they swallow. When I 
fed them, they jumped out of the 
water to take the fish out of my 
hands. But no matter how hungry 
they were, how competitive they 
were among themselves, how close 
I pushed the fish into their gullets, 
none of them ever nicked me—not 
even by accident. It was as though 
they understood and were anxious 
to keep their sharp teeth away 
from the feeding hand. 

One dolphin, named Clown, at 
the Miami Seaquarium, likes to 
jump out of the water to pull my 
hair. It teases me by taking a 


Meet the screen’s most de- 
lightful new star—Flipper, the 
almost human dolphin playing 
the title role in Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer’s fascinating film, 
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“Flipper,” telling the story of 
the remarkable friendship 
between a young boy and a 
dolphin. Luke Halpin plays the 
boy, with Chuck Connors as 
his Florida Keys fisherman 
father. Flipper, seven-foot- 
long and weighing 300 pounds, 
is the most friendly, and capti- 
vating sea-going playmate any 
youngster ever dreamed of. 
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shock of my hair in its mouth and 
giving it a tug. But it does this so 
gently that the little tug never 
hurts. 


Dolphins are the most powerful 
creatures in nature for their body 
size. The energy output for a full 
grown dolphin is 2.6 horsepower. 
They flash through the ocean like 
torpedoes. Yet they use _ their 
amazing prowess exclusively to 
catch small fish or to help each 
other if in danger. 

A dolphin is an air-breathing 
animal with a blow-hole for a 
nose. It has to surface every three 
or four minutes to draw a breath 
or else it would drown. When any 
dolphins are incapacitated by sick- 
ness or injury, others will come to 
the rescue. Usually, one dolphin 
on each side will get under the sick 
dolphin and push it to the surface. 
This may go on day in and day out 
until the sick dolphin recovers or 
perishes. This samaritan behavior 
pattern is probably responsible for 
the tales of dolphins pushing 
drowning people to shore and 
saving the lives of shipwrecked 
sailors. Some of these tales are 
well authenticated. 


SMASHING BASEBALL HOME RUNS LED TO 
STARDOM IN FILMS FOR CHUCK CONNORS 
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One of Hollywood’s most un- 
usual success stories centers 
around Chuck Connors, former 
big league baseball player and a 
one-time basketball professional 
with the world champion Boston 
Celtics. 


Connors, currently starring in 
the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  pro- 
duction, ‘Flipper,’ story of the 
remarkable friendship between a 
boy and aé-— dolphin, segued 
smoothly from the athletic arena 
to become one of the nation’s most 
successful television stars. For five 
years, aS ABC-TV’s “The Rifle- 
man,” Connors’ show ranked con- 
tinuously among television’s top 
ten. 


The road to Hollywood took 
several curious turns for Connors, 
who was born in Brooklyn, New 
York. Because of his exceptional 
ability he was awarded an ath- 
letic scholarship to Adelphi Ac- 
ademy. When it came time for 
him to select a college, he had a 
choice of more than 27 such schol- 
arships. He selected Seton Hall in 


Kathleen Maguire greets her 
Florida Keys fisherman- 
husband Chuck Connors on his 
return from a trip to the main- 
land in this scene from Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer’s ‘‘Flipper.’’ 
The fascinating new film tells 
the story of the remarkable 
friendship between a boy and a 
delightful dolphin. Luke Hal- 
pin makes his motion picture 
debut as the boy in the Ivan 
Tors production, filmed on 
locations in the Florida Keys, 
Bahamas and Virgin Islands. 
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New Jersey but his college career 
came to an abrupt halt when he 
was offered a contract with the 
then Brooklyn Dodgers. 


Connors played professional 
ball in the Dodgers minor league 
system for a few months. After 
the season ended, he enlisted in 
the Army and was assigned to 
West Point, where he instructed 
cadets in tank warfare. 


On his discharge, he resumed 
his baseball career. He played in 
the Dodger chain, with the Chi- 
cago Cubs and the Los Angeles 
Angels, batting .321 and smash- 
ing 23 home runs to become one 
of the major stars of the Pacific 
Coast League. 


His success in Los Angeles 
proved the turning point in Con- 
nors’ life. He became friendly 
with actors, directors and pro- 
ducers and during the off-season 
played roles in motion pictures 
and on television. 


Director William Wyler cast him 
as a conniving heavy in “The Big 
Country” and Chuck turned in a 
performance that prompted many 
of the country’s critics to boom 
him for an Oscar in the supporting 
category. 


His acting success decided Con- 
nors’ professional fate and he gave 
up baseball for the motion picture 
and television screens. He guested 
on more than 65 top TV shows 
and finally hit the jackpot when 
the producers of “The Rifleman”’ 
cast him in the title role. 


Connors was formerly married 
to model Elizabeth Jane Riddle 
and is the father of four boys. He 
is still devoted to sports and works 
out with all the Los Angeles pro- 
fessional teams in season, holding 
the title of staunchest rooter in 
town for the home clubs. 


‘FLIPPER’ PROVES 
A SMART COOKIE! 


Ivan Tors, who produced Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer’s unique drama, 
“Flipper,” telling the story of the 
remarkable friendship between a 
boy and a dolphin, is loud in his 
praise for dolphins, their intelli- 
gence and imagination. 


Giving an example of the latter, 
the producer cited a sequence of 
the picture in which Flipper, the 
dolphin, was supposed to retrieve 
a swim-fin thrown into the water 
by young Luke Halpin. 


The first time Filpper brought it 
in its mouth, much as a dog would 
do. The second time it had the 
swim-fin balanced on its nose, and 
the third time it emerged carrying 
the fin under its flipper, much as 
a businessman would carry a brief- 
case! 


Together with Halpin, the hu- 
man stars of “Flipper” are Chuck 
Connors and Kathleen Maguire, 
portraying Luke’s father and mo- 
ther, and Connie Scott, cast as 
the boy’s playmate, who shares 
many of his adventures. 


PUBLICITY 


A BOY AND A DOLPHIN BECOME PALS! 


Flipper, the most human dolphin, eagerly anticipates the gift 
of a small mullet from his friend, Luke Halpin. The scene is 


from Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s fascinating film, ‘*Flipper, 
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telling the story of the remarkable friendship between a boy 
and a captivating dolphin. Chuck Connors heads the cast of the 
Ivan Tors production, filmed in color on locations in the Floricu 
Keys, the Bahamas and Virgin Islands. 
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CAST 


PORTER RICKS..CHUCK CONNORS 
SANDY: RICKS. -.ci40 LUKE HALPIN 


MARTHA RICKS 
‘exes ale KATHLEEN MAGUIRE 


KIM PARKER........ CONNIE SCOTT 
And 
MATZ ects OE ia FLIPPER 


Produced by 
IVAN TORS 
Directed by 
JAMES B. CLARK 
Screen Play by 
ARTHUR WEISS 
Story by 
RICOU BROWNING and 
JACK COWDEN 
In 
METROCOLOR 
PRESENTED BY 
METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 
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LIKES TO WHISTLE 


Chuck Connors, who stars in 
“Flipper,” Metro-Goldwyn-May- 
er’s unique drama of the remark- 
able friendship between a boy and 
a dolphin, claims some of the 
things dolphins do have not only 
to be seen to be believed—but be 
heard. 

Flipper, the dolphin star of the 
picture, demonstrated the unique 
talent of these friendly creatures 
to imitate humans during loca- 
tion filming in the Florida Keys. 

During an off-camera moment, 
Connors stood near the shore ab- 
sent-mindedly whistling. 

Immediately, Flipper surfaced 
and whistled back at him with the 
exact intonation. Connors kept on 
whistling, but in a different key. 
Whereupon the _ dolphin also 
changed its key to match that of 
the actor. 

“IT tried several different keys 
but I could never get Flipper off- 
pitch,” relates Connors. “If they 
ever put that dolphin in a 
whistling contest, it would win 
flippers down!” 


“FLIPPER” FASCINATING STORY OF FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN A BOY 
AND DOLPHIN; FILMED IN COLOR IN FLORIDA KEYS AND BAHAMAS 


Moviegoers viewing Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer’s unusual new motion 
picture, ‘Flipper,’ are in for a 
delightful experience. Chuck Con- 
nors and twelve-year-old Luke 
Halpin, making his film debut, 
are the human stars of this pic- 
ture but the real star is a seven- 
foot-long, 300-pound dolphin, 
playing the title role. 

And what a title role! Not too 
many people can be aware of 
what ingratiating, friendly, intel- 
ligent and frolicsome creatures 
dolphins are, but they will have 
their eyes opened when they see 
this completely enchanting movie 
unfolding the story of the extra- 
ordinary friendship between a dol- 
phin and the young son of a Flor- 
ida Keys fisherman. 

The story was filmed in color 
in the Keys, the Bahamas and the 
Virgin Islands with many of the 
sequences photographed below the 
surface of the ocean, giving the 
spectator fascinating close-ups of 
the mysterious finned world be- 
neath the seas, including a scene 
showing a battle to the death be- 
tween Flipper and a shark which 
has attacked Sandy, the youngster 
played by Halpin. There is also a 
sequence showing the devastation 
caused by a frightening hurricane 
which wreaks havoc on homes and 
fishing boats. 


‘FLIPPER SYMBOL 
OF WATER SAFETY 


Flipper, the almost human 
dolphin star of Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer’s captivating new picture, 
“Flipper,” telling the unique story 
of the friendship between a boy and 
a dolphin, has been awarded a U. S. 
Coast Guard commission. As ‘“Flip- 
per the Skipper,” it will be the 
ofticial symbol of boating and water 
safety. ; 

Henceforth, ‘Flipper the Skipper” 
will be the water counterpart of 
“Smokey the Bear,’ preaching 
water safety through posters and 
radio-T'V spots. 

Flipper was selected because of 
the historical role played by the 
dolphin, in legend and fact, in sav- 
ing lives, guiding fishermen and 
leading helmsmen through danger- 
ous waters. The amazing intell- 
igence of the dolphin has become 
the subject of wide scientific study. 

The Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer pic- 
ture, an Ivan Tors production in 
color, was filmed on locations in 
the Florida Keys, the Bahamas and 
the Virgin Islands and features re- 
markable underwater photography. 

The human stars in the cast are 
Chuck Connors, young Luke Halpin, 
portraying the boy who makes a 
friend of the dolphin, Kathleen 
Maquire and Connie Scott. The 
picture was directed by James B. 
Clark. The screen play was written 
by Arthur Weiss from a story by 
Ricou Browning and Jack Cowden. 

High spots of the picture include 
a battle to the death between Flipper 
and a shark which has attacked his 
human pal. Another thrill sequence 
shows the devastation caused by a 
hurricane which wrecks havoc on a 
Florida fishing community. 
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But while these in themselves 
are tensely dramatic episodes, 
equally spellbinding are _ those 
showing the growing friendship 
and remarkable intimacy between 
boy and dolphin after he has found 
the air-breathing mammal im- 
paled on a spear and caught in a 
reef. Towing the wounded dolphin 
home, Sandy houses it in his 
father’s fish pen, where the boy 
and his sympathetic mother nurse 
Flipper back to life. 

Once having regained its health, 
the grateful dolphin becomes 
Sandy’s devoted friend. They 
swim and frolic together in the 
water, Flipper is delighted to give 
its human playmate a ride on its 
back. The boy teaches the dolphin 
to retrieve rubber balls, swim- 
fins and other objects. But there 
are more wonders to come. 

An ocean parasite known as the 
Red Plague kills the local supply 
of fish, creating a serious threat 
to the livelihood of the Florida 
Keys fishermen and when Flipper, 
after his release from Sandy’s pen, 
returns to visit his friend and de- 
vours an entire catch of fish, it is 
a grave matter. Sandy’s father 
(Chuck Connors) has no choice 
but to threaten to kill any dolphin 
he encounters. 

A desolate Sandy takes his small 
boat out in the hope of catching 
a supply of fish to make up for 
those eaten by Flipper. And it is 
the wise and knowing Flipper who 
leads him to a new fishing ground 
unknown to the human anglers. 
Not only does the dolphin lead 
him there but it becomes very busy 
catching fish itself and bringing 
them to Sandy. The boy leans over 


the side of his boat, takes the 
fish from Flipper’s mouth and adds 
it to the increasing catch. It has 
to be seen to be believed! 

Thus, Flipper and his fellow dol- 
phins who for a time seem to be 
the enemy of the Florida fisher- 
men prove to be their greatest 
benefactors. And when the story 
ends with scenes of a reunited 
Flipper and Sandy resuming their 
frolicking in a special lagoon ad- 
joining the fish-pen, there isn’t a 
person in the audience but wishes 
he could join them. 

This remarkable motion picture 
was produced by Ivan Tors, well 
known for the television show 
“Sea Hunt” and other TV and mo- 
tion picture features with seagoing 
and scientific backgrounds. In 
the past, trainers of dolphins have 
always been outside the water, 
with the dolphins inside a pool. 
But in making “Flipper,” the pro- 
ducer and his underwater unit 
approached the dolphin it its na- 
tural element in the ocean and 
thereby were able to accomplish 
the almost incredible relationship 
between dolphin and boy shown 
in the film. 

“Flipper” was directed by James 
B. Clark. The story was written by 
Ricou Browning and Jack Cowden, 
with the screen play by Arthur 
Weiss. Playing leading supporting 
roles are Kathleen Maguire as 
Sandy’s mother and Connie Scott 
as a little girl from the mainland 
who shares the boy’s adventures. 

But the performer which will 
remain in your mind long after 
you leave the theatre will be Flip- 
per the most delightful new star 
ever introduced to the screen. 


Chuck Connors, as a Florida Keys fisherman, and Luke Halpin, 
as his son, sight a school of fish in Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s fas- 
cinating new picture, ‘*Flipper.”’ The story, filmed in color in the 
Florida Keys, Bahamas and Virgin Islands, tells the story of the 
extraordinary friendship between a boy and a delightful dolphin. 
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